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Abstract 
This study aimed to explore the impact of Literature Circles in a 
fourth grade bilingual classroom (Spanish and English) and 
investigate how classroom literary practices were framed and 
shaped by the classroom teacher. Further study revealed that 
community building, and shifts in questions affected the type of 
narratives constructed. During this five-month study, the 
researcher conducted weekly participant observations of 
instruction in the classroom, primarily during the language arts 
blocks. The researcher gave specific attention to observing a 
classroom practice: Literature Circles. Data was collected through 
the use of fieldnotes, informal and formal interviews, video- 
and/or audiotaping, and artifact collection. However, this paper 
focuses only on the fieldnotes, and video and audiotaping from 
classroom sessions focusing on Literature Circles. Each literate 
event was examined within the cycles of Literature Circle to 
obtain an insider perspective of literate actions, social interactions, 
texts produced and connections made between the texts. 
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